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VOLLEYBALL IN SA

For the first time in history, Australia is about to host the Beach 
Volleyball World Championships in November 2025, in 
Adelaide (The Drive & Pinky Flat) 

35,000 people play volleyball in South Australia each year

Volleyball is one of the most gender-equal sports globally – 
reflected in our 50/50 male/female participation 

Programs span from junior development, social participation, 
elite pathways and para-volleyball 

Volleyball SA is a not-for-profit state sporting organisation

We are the peak body for all disciplines of volleyball in South Australia – Beach, Indoor and Para

South Australian Chris McHugh, 2x Commonwealth Games Gold Medalist (Left)



PURPOSE OF PRESENTATION
We are seeking Kadaltilla’s endorsement of the proposal to relocate Adelaide City Beach to Bonython Park/Park 27, 
transforming an under-utilised area into a vibrant, accessible community sports and recreation hub.



BACKGROUND

Volleyball SA leased the Adelaide City Beach location (corner Frome and Pirie St) from 2001 until its closure in 2022.

We have since been looking for a replacement.

During lease negotiations, in May 2021, the City of Adelaide Council conditionally approved Bonython Park as a suitable site for VSA’s 
Beach Volleyball City Beach relocation. The conditions were obtaining sufficient funding for the project. 

Following the election of a new Council in 2022, the Office for Recreation, Sport and Racing requested that Volleyball SA seek renewed 
Council approval for the project.

Before its closure, Adelaide City Beach welcomed 1,000+ weekly participants - a thriving community we aim to rebuild and grow.



MASTERPLAN VERSION 1

In 2022, we presented our original master plan featuring six international-sized beach volleyball courts, a venue manager’s office (1–2 
staff), a café serving both the public and venue users, and a terrace for premium viewing.



MASTERPLAN VERSION 2

The revised masterplan now features a scaled back built form, from 488sqm of total proposed floor space, to 70sqm.  
From 340 existing car parks to 70 car parks.  



OPPORTUNITIES

Integrate the facility into the fabric of the parklands 
by reflecting the existing character and creating an 
interface with the wider park. 

Retain trees

Create strong connections to adjacent public 
transport 

Create a destination for the public as well as those 
playing Beach Volleyball and other activity/sports 

Support connection between new suburb 
(Southwark), new Women’s and Children’s Hospital, 
Golf Course and public transport

Site provides ample room for required facilities with 
1/3 of the site proposed to return to Park 
Lands/green space



THE SITE

No vegetation will be disturbed during our project

We have undertaken an engineering site analysis which found:
• No contamination risks in the top 1.0m of soil
• Soil reuse onsite is safe
• Bitumen to be responsibly recycled

Volleyball SA is committed to incorporating natural elements into the design and will work 
closely with Kadaltilla on landscaping that reflects Kaurna connection to land and enhances 
biodiversity.

The proposed designs include:
• Less car parking – from 340 current informal parks to 70 car parks under the new design
• Lightweight and low visual impact change facilities, designed to accommodate diverse needs 
• Shaded areas 
• Seating 
• Picnic space on the remediated lawn
• Drinking fountains
• Lighting used for evening use and safety
• Defibrillator
• Accessible, open space for public to enjoy outside of sport and recreation times

The site is currently bitumised hardstand, used informally as a carpark for 340 cars 



ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE DESIGN

Our designs consider the 6 design principles as found in the Adelaide Park Lands Building Design Guidelines 



STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT



STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT

VSA will remediate a large part of the site to green 
space and will collaborate with Kadaltilla on 
landscaping and designs to ensure environmental 
sustainability is priority.

The site’s prime location adjacent to a tram stop 
provides seamless access to the CBD, encouraging 
public transport use and reducing reliance on private 
vehicles. The site is also located within a cycling and 
walking track. 

We will transform an under-utilised, hard stand site to 
a vibrant, inclusive place for all. 

We will provide social and community infrastructure 
in the western part of the city and provide quality 
open space, recreation and sporting facilities



STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT



THANK YOU


